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HILTON HAWAIIAN VILLAGE® BEACH RESORT & SPA

STORY IDEAS

Waikiki’s only true, self-contained resort destination:  

The Hilton Hawaiian Village® Beach Resort & Spa is located along 22 sprawling beachfront acres on Waikiki’s widest beach, creating an oasis-like setting amidst the excitement of Waikiki.  The resort features everything someone would need right here on property – everything from a wide variety of restaurants, shops and continuous entertainment.  There more than a dozen restaurants, bars and lounges (including two Starbucks locations), more than 90 shops, a 24-hour business center, and even a post office.  
Hallowed History
In the old days of Hawaii, the district of Waikiki extended from Punchbowl to the vicinity of today’s Hawaii Kai on the eastern shore of Oahu.  This section was called Kalia, where the Pi‘ianaio Stream entered the ocean, and a place of natural beauty and abundance.  It’s where highborn chiefs had gathered, and for more than a century, it has also been a place of welcome to those who set out for Hawaii.  
Literally translated, Kalia means “waited for.”  In 2001, our 453-room, $95 million Kalia Tower, was the first major resort development in Waikiki in more than a decade.  
The land on which the Hilton Hawaiian Village is located was also the childhood home of Hawaii’s own Olympian, Duke Paoa Kahanamoku.

Duke Paoa Kahanamoku Lagoon

The historic Duke Paoa Kahanamoku Lagoon has returned to the people of Hawaii.  Following a yearlong, $15 million restoration project, the Hilton Hawaiian Village( Beach Resort & Spa, together with Hilton Grand Vacations Company, reopened the lagoon in late 2007.   Guests can now enjoy the tranquility of the 5-acre lagoon as an additional recreational site for Hilton Hawaiian Village guests.
Named after Hawaii’s aquatic legend, it’s a man-made body of water that was part of Henry J. Kaiser’s Hawaiian Village development in the early 1950s (the hotel became a Hilton in 1961).  Together he and the government expanded the old Fort DeRussy Channel, creating a beach and a lagoon fronting his new hotel.  In the early days after the lagoon opened, many island families enjoyed the ocean-fed lagoon.  
The newly rejuvenated lagoon is slightly smaller than its original size, but with a state-of-the-art water circulation system featuring seven saltwater wells 195-250 feet below the surface of the ocean.  The wells draw in about 15,000 gallons of water per minute from the ocean, helping to turn over the water about five times a day.  The lagoon’s depth is now approximately five feet whereas its previous depth was about 12 feet.  Also, close to 35,000 tons of sand have been used to replenish the beach and bottom of the lagoon.  
In addition, one of the new aesthetic features of the project includes an island with a two-tier waterfall, a boardwalk with benches and landscaping that will create a park-like setting.  About 60 coconut trees have been added, along with a number of native Hawaiian plants, as well as a boardwalk, making the area even more inviting and relaxing than ever before. 
Surfing 101

Combining the Hilton’s hallowed history together with the newly rejuvenated lagoon is a free new activity for Hilton Hawaiian Village guests by Waikiki Beach Activities.  Each day at 11 a.m. at the Duke Kahanamoku Lagoon, Waikiki Beach Activities offers Surfing 101, a free, half-hour, “talk story” session for all ages and skill levels.  The session begins with expert waterman, Ka‘ai Bruhn (who is a champion paddler and has been on the winning crews of the celebrated Moloka‘i to O‘ahu race).  Then, there’s an introduction to surfing techniques by one of two renowned watermen, Clyde Aikau or Errol Kane.  Both men have been surfing for most of their lives and come from distinguished Hawaiian families.  These men will share the history of Duke Kahanamoku, the greatest waterman of the 20th century, and the father of modern-day surfing.  This may be the best 30 minutes spent in Hawaii!

Families love the Village!

If it’s not the Paradise Pool with Waikiki’s longest resort slide at 77 feet, or the Super Pool – Waikiki’s largest pool at 10,000-square feet, it may be the more than 30 exotic species of animals including penguins, flamingoes, macaws and ducks.  Or, perhaps it’s Camp Penguin, Hilton’s all-new children’s program offering full- or half-day sessions for children between the ages of 5 and 12.  And kids of all ages love our fireworks over Waikiki Beach each Friday evening at 7:45 p.m.    

Ocean Crystal Chapel
For couples who want to make it official, the Hilton Hawaiian Village features Waikiki’s first free-standing resort chapel.  Set amidst lush landscaping and cascading waterfalls, the $6 million Ocean Crystal Chapel opened in January of 2006 as a partnership between Best Bridal Hawaii and the Hilton Hawaiian Village.  The chapel offers views of the ocean and seats 85 people at its stunning location.

Mandara Spa

Independently owned and operated Mandara Spa is a full-service spa and salon on the 3rd and 4th floors of the Kalia Tower that features Hawaiian-Balinese furniture in an atmosphere that will restore and rejuvenate the soul.  There are 25 treatment rooms in which a variety of Hawaiian themed treatments are offered.  Guests can choose everything from Tropical Hawaiian Scrubs and Hawaiian Lomi Lomi Massage to Vanilla & Pikake Facial and Hawaiian Pohaku (Warm Lava Stones) Massage. The treatments are performed by Therapists and Estheticians who must be professionally licensed in the state of Hawaii.  Moms can even bring their teenagers to the spa to experience the YSPA menu, a menu of services designed for teenagers 16 years and older.  Teens can choose from Heavenly Massage, Surfer’s Scrub, Fabulous Fruity Facial and Acne Attack Facial.  Younger ones who want to be with mom can also sign up for salon services at Mandara.
Going Green

The hotel was one of the first hotels in Waikiki to launch a Green Business Program in 2000 as a proactive effort to preserve Hawaii’s precious environment.  Today, our Green Business Program is an integral part of daily operations with both Team Members and guests helping to contribute to a “greener” future.  In recognition for its efforts, the hotel is a two-time winner of the State of Hawaii’s Green Business Award.  The award is part of the statewide Green Business Program, a partnership between the State Department of Health, Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism, along with the Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii. The award is given to companies that employ innovative “green” practices and do their part to ensure that residents and visitors continue to enjoy a healthy environment.  Over the past 8 years, the Hilton’s Green Business Program has made significant advances in the areas of conservation, energy efficiency and recycling.
The Cuisine

Hilton Hawaiian Village is one of the few places with restaurants that command breathtaking views of the Pacific Ocean.  Epicureans won’t want to miss the award-winning culinary landmark, Bali Steak & Seafood with its prime beachfront location in the Rainbow Tower.  Diners can embark on their own culinary journey with signature selections such as the orange-miso glazed Kona kampachi and angel hair pasta with vine-ripened Hauula tomato sauce.  In addition, Bali Steak & Seafood offers seven different types of prime meat, including lamb chops, New York strip steak, flat-iron steak, filet mignon, paniolo rib steak, and two sizes of prime rib:  a 12-ounce cut, and a 16-ounce cut.  Diners can also select which types of sauces and sides they want to complement their meat dishes.  At Tropics Bar & Grill, guests can dine on a wide variety of selections including fish n’ chips and seared ahi salad while watching the action on the beach.  Tropics opened in May of 2009 and features live music each evening, plus 4 televisions around its 36-seat bar.  
Arts & Culture

Outside Kalia, on the corner of Ala Moana Boulevard and Kalia Road are three larger than life-size bronze statues of hula kahiko (ancient hula) dancers.  Since its unveiling in 2001, Kaha Ka ‘Io Me Na Makani, “The Hawk Soars with the Winds” has become a de facto gateway not only to Hilton Hawaiian Village, but to all of Waikiki Beach and is one of the most popular photo spots for visitors to Hawaii. Mixed media sculptor Kim Duffett’s stunning, larger-than-life trinity sculpture reaches heavenward to a height of 15 feet, and consists of one male and two females performing the awe-inspiring movements of hula kahiko on the edge of a lava rock waterfall fronting Kalia Tower. Although the sculpture is cast in bronze, it conveys movement and flow from every angle.

One of the hotel’s newest statues is a tribute to kapa master Puanani Van Dorpe.  Van Dorpe, who is a “Living Treasure of Hawaii,” is the centerpiece of a triumvirate of statues collectively known as “The Tapa Makers.”  She is featured along with Lauhuki a me La‘ahana, the Patron Goddesses of Tapa making.  Van Dorpe devoted much of her life to preserving the ancient art of Hawaiian tapa making using traditional materials and techniques.  The making of bark cloth from the white inner bark of the paper mulberry and other trees was widespread in Polynesia.  For close to 30 years, she patiently gathered old accounts of kapa processes and put them to actual test, carefully recording and evaluating the results of each experiment.  Through the arduous practice, she developed the skills required in beating, watermarking, and decorating, until she was able to produce kapa that is identical to kapa produced centuries ago.  Originally known as tapa, it is pronounced “kapa” in Hawai‘i, where the art reached its highest refinement, often made up of several paper thin layers sewn together with the facing layer beautifully decorated.  Kapa was primarily used for garments, sleeping coverings and for wrapping previous objects, with the finest being offered as gifts symbolic of rank and prestige.  “The Tapa Makers” was created by local sculptor, KaMille.  Originally from Washington, D.C., KaMille has lived in Hawai‘i for most of her life.  “The Tapa Makers” is the latest in a series of art pieces dedicated to preserving and perpetuating the Hawaiian culture at the Hilton Hawaiian Village.  Van Dorpe’s statue joins those of entertainer Alfred Apaka and hula dancer ‘Iolani Luahine at the Village.
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