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Hilton Hawaiian Village® Beach Resort & Spa’s 

Art Collection Honors Hawaiian Culture 
HONOLULU (2007) — Guests at Hilton Hawaiian Village® Beach Resort & Spa get more than an ocean-front paradise at Waikiki’s only destination resort. They can also appreciate first-hand an award-winning art collection that honors the spirit and culture of Hawaii. 

From larger than life-size bronze statues of hula kahiko (ancient hula) dancers at Kālia Tower™ to meticulously researched tapa works in Tapa Tower, there are more than 200 pieces of work throughout the 22-acre resort that reflect modern-day artists’ interpretations of ancient scenes and traditions of Hawaii. Visitors to Waikiki are welcome to take a self-guided tour of the Village’s art collection, using a map/guide available at the hotel concierge desk.  
“The culture and history of Hawaii are rich with beauty and simple elegance, and at Hilton Hawaiian Village, we are pleased to showcase that culture and history through these brilliant works by our talented local artists,” said Gary Seibert, area vice president and managing director of Hilton Hotels Corporation - Hawaii Region. 

The collection was honored by the Hawaii Tourism Authority in 2004 with a Kahili Award for preservation of Hawaiian culture.  Here are some of the work that can be seen around the Hilton:
Art Work by Kim Duffett

Since its unveiling in 2001, Kaha Ka ‘Io Me Na Makani, “The Hawk Soars with the Winds” has become a de facto gateway not only to Hilton Hawaiian Village, but to all of Waikiki Beach and is one of the most popular photo spots for visitors to Hawaii. Mixed media sculptor Kim Duffett’s stunning, larger-than-life trinity sculpture reaches heavenward to a height of 15 feet, and consists of one male and two 
females performing the awe-inspiring movements of hula kahiko on the edge of a lava rock waterfall fronting Kalia Tower. Although the sculpture is cast in bronze, it conveys movement and flow from every 
angle. With maile lei, pa‘u drapery and haku lauahe (fern ankle and wrist adornments) aloft, the trio’s “wind dance” was chosen by the artist because wind is “invisible energy,” felt but unseen. 
According to Duffett, the two female dancers are the spirits of the wind, which can be both soothing and gentle, or strong enough to move us to tears. Together they are the winds that lift the mighty 
‘io, the Hawaiian hawk—the central male dancer, who represents the spirit of Hawaii, poised to take flight. 
Duffett says Kaha Ka ‘Io Me Na Makani represents a re-emergence of Hawaiian culture and pays tribute to the importance of dance, chant and song of Hawaii—giving it “wind and lift.” 

Duffett’s other works on permanent display at Hilton Hawaiian Village include a sculpture of ‘Iolani Luahine, the renowned kumu hula kahiko (ancient hula teacher) who performed at the Village.  In the 1950s and -60s, when hapa haole songs and hula ‘auwana (modern hula dancing) were at the height of their popularity, Luahine remained a steadfast teacher and performer of the ancient kahiko style. She died in the late 1970s but was instrumental in keeping this traditional art form alive. Duffett selected Luahine specifically for this endeavor so that the sculpture would stand as more than an icon, but depict a Hawaiian dancer who performed at the Village.  

Duffett’s sculpture of Alfred Apaka “Hawaii’s Golden Voice” also holds a special place at the entrance of Hilton’s Tapa Tower.  Apaka introduced Hawaiian music to the world and pioneered efforts in the preservation of Hawaiian music. Throughout the late 50’s and up until his sudden death in 1961, Alfred Apaka performed at the Hilton Hawaiian Village.  Because of Apaka’s close and personal connection to the Village, the hotel commissioned Duffett to create an iconic sculpture of the Hawaiian entertainer.  Unveiled on March 19, 1997, on the day that would have been Apaka’s 78th birthday, Duffett’s sculpture captured the charm, legacy and music that Apaka was legendary for.

Hilton’s Rainbow Murals

Perhaps second only to Diamond Head as a Waikiki landmark, the rainbow murals adorning the mauka (mountain) and makai (ocean) ends of the Village’s Rainbow Tower are the world’s tallest ceramic murals. Designed by renowned artist Millard Sheets, the colorful ceramic tiles climb the entire height of 
the 31-story tower. By design, the murals welcome all visitors to Oahu, regardless of their hotel choice; the focal point for the murals is 2.5 miles away, which on the ocean side coincides with the air corridor in and 
out of Honolulu International Airport. An inscription in Hawaiian on the mural reads: “Ho’ola’a ia I na kanaka me o ka uhane o Hawaii” (“dedicated to the people and spirit of Hawaii”). In 2004, the murals began undergoing an unprecedented restoration process, which will replace more than 100 tiles that have cracked broken or become badly weathered by the elements over the past 35 years.  The restoration process will replace those tiles with exact recreations that will be impossible to discern from Sheets’ original masterpieces.
Art Work by Yvonne Cheng

Once inside Kālia Tower™, visitors are surrounded by the lush artwork of Yvonne Cheng, long-regarded as one of the Islands finest artists. The two murals she painted for the elevator and lobby areas are her largest-ever works. 

Cheng’s lobby mural measures 18 feet by 18 feet and pictures a semi-circle of traditional kahiko dancers moving toward the foreground. The composition creates movement and excitement within the square format, which is complemented by various tapa designs worn by each dancer.

Art Work by Roy Tabora

Revered Hawaii painter Roy Tabora’s 9-by-12-foot, oil-on-canvas painting, also in the lobby of Kalia Tower, depicts Waikiki and the globally recognized image of Diamond Head. Rendered without the hotels and monuments that now surround its base, it is the Diamond Head that Hawaii’s first people would have seen from their voyaging canoes, and the one they would later call Leahi in the days when Waikiki became the playground of Oahu’s ali‘i (royalty). Tabora’s works, which can also be found at the Tabora Gallery in the Village’s Rainbow Bazaar, are inspired by nature in its most pristine element.
Art Work by Carol Bennett
Hilton Hawaiian Village’s Coral Ballroom is the largest ballroom in the state of Hawaii. Fittingly, the artwork chosen to adorn its grand auspices is a series of updated and enlarged versions of Carol Bennett’s murals, which were first installed in 1987. The original commission was four 10-by-20-foot canvases featuring four Hawaiian scenes, each in a different light: sunrise, sunset, midday and moonlight.  When the ballroom was renovated in 2001, Bennett was charged with enlarging two of the murals into 10-by-40-foot triptychs. 
Bennett’s Dawn is one of the two new versions. A botanical landscape of exotic orchids, it is flanked by intricate close-ups of orchids that echo the larger scene. Moonlight is the other new enlarged piece. The peaceful view of water lilies under the moon at midnight elevates a common island scene to an awe-inspiring vision.
Tapa Tower, and the Art Work of Melinda Morey

Many ancient island cultures made tapa, but the Hawaiians are credited with perfecting the strenuous and painstaking process centuries ago. To make the Hawaiian version, called kapa, artisans begin with the inner bark of the wauke (paper mulberry) tree, which takes a month-long series of soaking, pounding and drying steps. Intricate designs are then painted on the kapa using dyes made from leaves, fruit, crushed coral or roots.

Kapa was mainly used for clothing in ancient Hawaii, but was also made into blankets, foot protection, lamp wicking, wall coverings, twine and other materials. Its beauty was noted by European explorers, who wrote of the material’s elegance and neat design. 

At Tapa Tower, Melinda Morey’s untitled mural adds a cultural focal point to the interior of the Tapa Ballroom while also serving as a backdrop for staged events. Three panels, measuring 7 feet by 8 feet, portray a typical kapa-making scene in old Hawaii, in which kapa is laid out and weighted with stones for drying. Stone walls bordering the area were meant to keep animals from treading on the precious pieces. In the foreground is a kapa cloth in progress, being made from wauke (paper mulberry) plants bordering the stream. Various plants used for dyeing the pieces are found throughout the painting.

Art Work by Pat Walker
Pat Walker’s free-hanging canvas panels, titled Roots of Kapa, add richness and color to Tapa Tower’s pre-function area. The artist says she was inspired by the vitality of the old designs, which remain fresh and vibrant even today.

Art Work by Moana Eisele

One of Hawaii’s foremost authorities on traditional kapa making, Moana Eisele’s two kapa cloths hang in koa boxes at Tapa Tower. To fashion lengths of watermarked kapa, Eisele uses the very same tools and materials wielded by the early Hawaiians, she then uses bamboo stamps to create patterns based on elements from the sea, just as ancient Hawaiians did. To educate guests about the kapa-making process, four smaller koa boxes artistically display informational materials on the kapa pieces handmade by Eisele, and the tools she used.

About the Village
Hilton Hawaiian Village Beach Resort & Spa is Waikiki’s only self-contained destination resort. A vacationer, business traveler or conventioneer finds everything necessary for a visit to paradise, yet also is within walking distance of everything Waikiki offers. The resort spans 22 acres, offering the widest stretch of beach on Waikiki, a beachfront lagoon, waterfalls, five pools, gardens, an exquisite art collection and exotic wildlife, as well as nightly entertainment including the King’s Jubilee every Friday, a Hawaiian music and dance celebration that ends with a brilliant fireworks display on the beach.  In addition, the Village also boasts more than 90 shops, 20 restaurants and lounges, and the independently owned and operated Mandara Spa. 

For reservations, call toll-free at 1-800-HILTONS (1-800-445-8667) from the U.S. and Canada, call the resort directly at (808) 949-4321, or visit www.hilton.com. For more information on Hilton Hawaiian Village and the Hilton ohana in Hawaii, visit www.hiltonfamilyhawaii.com. 
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